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2. Heuristic potential of actor-network theory for the sociological conceptualization of agency.

Реферат:
1. Дане дослідження присвячено розв’язанню наукової проблеми, що полягає у невідповідності між
гносеологічною потребою в теоретичному інструментарії, спроможному аналізувати й описувати спільну
активність людських і нелюдських агентів соціального життя, та актуальним станом акторно-мережевої
теорії, яка претендує на статус такого інструментарію, але не відповідає вимогам повноцінної соціологічної
теорії агентності, що зумовлено браком наукових уявлень про теоретичний зв’язок між ANT і класичними
соціологічними теоріями дії.

2. This research is devoted to the solution of the scientific problem, which consists in the mismatch between the
gnoseological need for theoretical instrument capable of analyzing and describing the common activity of human
and non-human agents of social life, and the actual state of the actor-network theory, claiming the status of such
instrument, but does not meet the requirements of the full-fledged sociological theory of agency, which is due to



the lack of scientific understanding of the theoretical relationship between ANT and classical sociological theories
of action. The thesis shows why the issue of agency and social action can be considered as one of the central
problems of theoretical knowledge in sociology. Sociology was formed as a science of peculiarities of human social
behavior and its external determinants, and this context set the main tensions in sociological theories of action. To
analyze it, we turned to those developments that the actor network theory contains in its arsenal. This approach,
although increasingly popular as a new sociological theory, does not have a clear disciplinary identity and, as we
have found, most often appears in contemporary theoretical discussions in three ways: as one of the newest
paradigms in the sociology of science, as a general research method, also known as «material semiotics”, or as a
fundamental theoretical project known as “sociology of associations”, contrasted with the so-called «sociology of
social».
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