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2. The social and political structure of the Ottoman Empire of the sixteenth century according to the sultan's
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Реферат:
1. Дисертаційна робота присвячена дослідженню суспільно-політичного устрою Османської імперії у ХVI ст.
на основі султанських законодавчих актів - канун- наме. Аналіз текстів канун-наме дає підстави
стверджувати, що їхнє запровадження султаном Мехмедом ІІ у другій половині ХV ст. вже у XVI ст. відкрило
нову сторінку в законодавстві Османської імперії. Більшість напрацьованих у султанських законодавчих
актах новацій виявилися широко затребуваними у подальшій державно-правовій практиці. Головною з них
стало непорушне відтоді правило - наведення порядку та встановлення справедливості у суспільстві та
державі. Дотримання означеного правила істотно вплинуло на процес посилення влади султана, коли
значення норм шаріату послабилося, а у правовій системі імперії зросла роль кануна. Офіційний статус
канун-наме, що створювався за наказом султана, відкривав можливість для формування та організації



центральної та провінційної влади, належного функціонування адміністративного апарату та соціально-
політичних інститутів імперії.

2. The thesis is devoted to study the social and political structure of the Ottoman Empire in the 16th century
according to the sultan's legislative acts - kanunname. These acts were the result of the secular tradition of the
ottoman lawmaking. The analysis of the texts of the kanunname gives author grounds to assert that their
introduction by Fatih Sultan Mehmed II in the second half of the 15th century opened in the XVIth century a new
page in the legislation of the Ottoman Empire. The act of the kanun of Selim I (1512-1520), Suleiman I (1520-1566),
the regional kanunname during the reign of Murad III (1574-1595) extended to all spheres of governance of the
multinational state. Kanunname also regulated the rights and responsibilities of various social groups, the sizes and
terms of punishment for criminal proceedings, the economic, social and legal status of askeri and reaya; the size,
forms and methods of collecting taxes from people etc. The official status of the kanunname, which were created
by the orders of the sultans, opened an opportunity for the formation and the organization of central and
provincial government, the proper functioning of the administrative apparatus and the social and political
institutions of the Ottoman empire. Despite that most decisions of state importance were taken in different
central bodies, the governance of large territory, control over the execution of orders, establishment of relations
between different groups of multi-ethnic population of the empire, which lived mostly not in the metropolitan
area, but in the provinces, needed the constant functioning of local authorities. The author notes that the system
of local authorities was formed by representatives of the military-administrative (sipahi-timarli, sanjakbey,
beylerbey, the Grand Vizier), judicial (qadis (judges), kazaskers, sheikh-ul-Islam) and financial (defterdars) lines of
the Ottoman government, whose main task was to organize and strengthen the communications between the
province and the center. Much attention in the thesis is given to the description of the place and role, rights and
duties of beylerbey, sanjakbey, qadi (judge), defterdar and other local managers at the system of the ottoman
provincial administration. Together with the establishment of a system of public administration ottoman rulers
paid much attention to the social system of the empire. At the top of the ottoman society was the sultan, whose
most important task was to support the existing social system. Ottoman society was divided into two main social
groups: an askeri - a group of administrators and a reaya - a tax-paying lower group. The division in society was
based on a hierarchical order, where the existence of privileges and limited access to power played a big role. The
askeri is a privileged upper group, they had power and money. With the permission of the sultan they were given
the right to manage the reaya, ensure the process of production and create a culture. The askeri divided into
"kalemiye" - officials, "seyfiye" - the military and "ilmiye" - spiritual persons and judges. The reaya is a group of
subjects. It was group of producers - peasants and townspeople, which provided the state materially by work and
payment of taxes.
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