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2. “Khazarian myth” in historical thought and the national identity of the Crimean Karaites

Pedepar:

1. Inceprarito NprUCBI4€HO KOMIUIEKCHOMY MDKIUCLUIUTIHAPHOMY NOCJIIIKEHHIO (DYHKLIOHYBAaHHS TaK 3BaHOI
X03apChKOi Teopii MOXO/IKEeHHSI KPUMCBhKUX KapaiMiB sIK icTopiorpadiyHoi KoHLen il Ta iHTerpajbHOi YaCTUHU
HaLliOHAJIBHOI i€HTUYHOCTI KPUMCBKUX KapaimiB. JJOCIIiI)KEHO TPAEKTOPI0 PO3BUTKY X03aPChKOi TEOPIi B
icTOpUYHIN AyMIIi Bif HOMiHYBaHHS B icTopiorpadii 0 KpUTUKM i, 3PEIITO0, IOBHOI PEBi3ii 11 3anepeYeHHs.
BusHaueHO 0COBJIMBY POJIb, SIKY Bifirpas A. @ipKoBHY Y PO3BUTKOBI x03apChKoi Teopii. Teopiio feKoHCTPyHoBaHO SIK
icropiorpadiunuii Mi(, 110 iCHyBaB YIIPOJOBX KiJIbKOX AECSATUJIITh BUHSITKOBO 3aBISIKY yCTajleHiil Tpaaulii, 6e3
ypaxyBaHHS JaHUX BilOMUX JKepeJl. JJoCiIi)KeHO MOMEHT Nepexoly iCTOpUYHOro KOHLENTY 3 aKafeMidHoi chepu
y cdepy rpynoBoi (HauioHaIbHOT) ifeHTUYHOCTI ¥ PYHKIIOHYBaHHS Ta PO3BUTOK Y ii MeKaxX IIPAKTUYHO He3aJIeXKHO
Big icropiorpadiunoro npouecy. JJocmimkeHHs 30iliCHEHO Ha IpKepesbHil 6a3i, SIKy ckiasa icropiorpadis



X03apChKOi MpobeMaTrky, KapaiMcbKa repioguka Ta icropuyna nyoainucruka XIX-XXI ct. Po60Ty HanricaHo B
paMKax HampsMy icTopii inen.

2. The thesis is dedicated to a complex interdisciplinary study of the functioning of the so-called Khazar theory of
the origin of the Crimean Karaites as a historiographical concept and an integral part of the national identity of the
Crimean Karaites. The trajectory of the development of Khazar theory in historical thought, from dominance in
historiography to criticism, and, finally, a complete revision and denial, is studied. The special role which A.
Firkowicz played in development of the Khazar theory is defined. His fantastic theory, which deduced the origin of
the Crimean Karaites from the lost Ten Tribes, was quickly forgotten. The debate over his collections, the
detection of forgeries, and the selection of truly valuable material continues to this day. The Khazar theory is
deconstructed as a historiographical myth that for several decades existed only due to an established tradition,
ignoring the data of known sources. The connection of the Karaites with the Khazars is not confirmed, but directly
contradicts most written sources, which clearly indicate the Talmudic nature of Judaism in Khazaria. Archeology in
Crimea and mainland of Khazaria does not provide an unambiguous answer to most questions related to the
hypothetical link of the Khazars to the Karaite population of mountainous Crimea, but there is no reason to speak
of any significant influence of the Khazars on Crimea, according to archaeologists. As for other sources, even
Karaite legends (those reliably collected by disinterested respondents of the 19th century) do not say a word about
the Khazars. The transition of the historical concept from the academic sphere to the sphere of group (national)
identity, and functioning and development there, practically independently of the historiographical process, is
studied. It is shown, that the adoption of the Khazar version of the origin by Karaite intellectuals was accompanied
by two parallel and interconnected processes of identity change, namely militarization and Turkization.
Militarization manifested itself in the appearance in the Karaite historical narrative of stories related to the
military past of the Karaites, that are almost entirely fictional. We call Turkization a number of changes in culture
that took place during the interwar period among the Karaites of the Second Rzeczpospolita, namely the
expansion of the use of Turkic dialects and even the publication of the Turkic-language press. The research was
based on the historiography of Khazar issues and Karaite periodicals and historical journalism of the 20th and 21th
centuries. The work is written in the genre of the history of ideas.
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