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2. The dissertation is devoted to historical-sociological analysis of R.Merton's theoretical legacy, his main concepts
and methodological approaches, including the models of functional analysis, the studies on social structures,
anomie and social changes, the approaches to sociology of science and knowledge. It is analyzed the application of
the main trends of Merton's theoretical ideas, his theoretical principles and concepts in contemporary sociological
science. It is argued that Merton's ideas, to some extend, determine the directions in the development of
contemporary sociology.
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