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1. OpeiiMiHr oM, 0 HECYTh PENyTaliliHy KOy, Y CTpaTeriyHii KoMyHikauii Pocii i yac moBHomacmTabHoi
Pociiicbko-yKpaiHCBKOI BiliHM

2. Framing of reputationally damaging events in Russia’s strategic communication during the full-scale Russo-
Ukrainian war

Pedepar/aHoTanis:

1. Kyspmenko I'. O. OpeiiMiHr nmoii, 1o HeCyTh PENyTalifHy WKOJy, y CTpaTeriyHii komyHikauii Pocii mig yac
noBHOMacIITabHoi Pociiicbko-yKpaiHchKoi BiliHu. — KBanidikalilina HaykoBa parisl Ha IpaBax pyKOIIUCY.
Juceprauis Ha 3100yTTsI HAYKOBOT'O CTyIeHs lokTopa Pinocodii 3a crenianpHicTio 061 «KypHanictuka» (06 —
XKypranictuka). - Hauionansauil yHiBepcurteT «KueBo-MorussiHebka akaaeMisy, Kuis, 2026. ITin gac
IIOBHOMACHITA0HOI POCiCbKO-YKPAiHChKOI BillHM PoCisi cipyunHMIIa HA3KY NOJiH, SIKi 3aBHAI0Th WIKOAY ii pemyTatii,
nigpuBaloTs ii iMiZpK Ta cTparteriuHi HapaTuBy. [lo TaKKX MOAiN HaJieXKaTh BOEHHI 3JI09MHU Ta IPy0Oi OPYIIEHHS
MIDDKHapOJIHOTO 11PaBa, SIK-OT IIKO/IA UBIJILHOMY HAaCEJIEHHIO, CEKCYalbHE HAaCUJIbCTBO, NOB'A3aHe 3 KOHMJIIKTOM
(CHIIK), cTpaTu BiiCbKOBOIIOJIOHEHUX (@ TaKOXK Hapyra HaJ, ixHiMU TijlaMu Towo). BinnoBifgHO, K 4acTUHA
3arajJibHOTO BeJIeHHS BiliHU i, 30KpeMa, iHdopMalliitHoi BiliHU (POCiIICBKOro crlocoby cTpaTeriyHoi KoMyHikatii),
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dpeiiminry, o6 3MEHIIUTY penyTaLiliHy IKOAY Ta 30eperTu CBill iMifpk. MeTolo 11iei nucepralii € BUCBITIEHHS
dperiminry, sskuii Pocist BUKOPUCTOBYE [1J1s IIOZ{H, SIKi HECYTb pelyTaliliHy KOy, Mif Yyac IOBHOMACIITAOHOI BiliHU
B KOHTEKCTI pOCiICbKUX CTpaTeriyHux KoMmyHikauiil. i nogii oxonoooTs Tpyu LieHTPaIbHi KaTeropii (lkoaa
nuBinbHUM, CHIIK, cTpaTy BifiCbKOBOIIOJIOHEHUX Ta MOB'SI3aHi 3 HUMU 37I0YMHM). YOTHPYU JOCTiAHUIIBKI 3aNTUTaHHS
(RQ, research questions) 6ysnu cpopmynboBaHi TakuM YMHOM: ® RQl: SIkumu € ocHOBHI ppeiimy, ski Pocig
BHMKOPHUCTOBYE 7151 KOMYHIiKallii pernyTaliiiHO MWKigAMBUX MO il Yac MOBHOMACIITAOHOI pOCiliCbKO-YKpaiHChKOi
BiliHK? * RQ2: fIkuMu € naTepHU 1ux GpeiMiB y pospisi (mip)kareropiit nogin? » RQ3: Sk ui ppeiimu B3aeMOIiI0Th 3i
cTpaTeriyHMMuU HapatuBamu Pocii? ¢ RQ4: SIkum € MexaHi3M poCiiiCbKOro ¢GperMiHry penyTauiliHO MIKiIJIMBAX
cTpaTeriyHi HapaTyBy, Ha ki Pocisl cniupaeTbcs y TOBHOMACIITA0HI# pocilicbKO-yKpaiHChKiil BiliHi: HapaTUB
«BEJIMKOJIEP>KaBHOCTI» Ta «30BHIlIHS 3arpo3a, Pocis npotu 3axony». TakuM YMHOM, €MIIpAYHA YACTUHA BKIIIOYAE
IBa etanu: 1) Tpu cy610CiIKEeHHS SIKICHOTO eKCIIJIOPATOPHOTO (ppeiim-aHasizy Ha OCHOBI OiJIbll «PE30HAHCHUX»
KelciB mKkoau uuBinbHUM, CHIIK i 37104MHIB IPOTH BilICbKOBOIIOJIOHEHUX 3 IOIIOBHEHHSIM Yy POPMI TiIOTHOTO
€KCIJIOPATOPHOTO Cy640CIIiIPKEHHSI TUIIOBUX BUIIAJKiB IIKOAY LIMBIJIbHOMY HAaCeJIEHHIO i 2) KiIbKiCHUI {peiim-
aHaJli3 NiABUOIPOK SIK «TUIIOBUX», TaK i «pE30HAHCHUX» KENCiB. LI eMIlipnyHa 4aCTHMHA 30CepeI’KeHa Ha PpENMIHTYy,
SIKUH 37{IICHIOEThCS Yepe3 IIOBiIOMJIEHHS, 3as1BY, KOMEHTapi Ta «He-KOMYHiKaliio» (3aMoB4YyBaHHS) 0illiiHNX
KOMVHiKaliiiHux akTopis Pocii y 38’13Ky 3 penyTauillHO WKiAJIMBUMU NOLiSIMU. 3arajom 6yso rnpoaHasnizoBaHo 370
KelciB 1 408 TexcriB. [y pperiM-aHai3y Ha OCHOBHUMX €Talax 3alpoBaJlKeHO 6-piBHEBY MOZEb (PperiM-aHali3y.
Bona nepezbaydae onuc mecTy XapakKTepUCTUK PpeiiMy: YOTUPBOX ioro PpyHKLi (3a Entman, 1991; 1993), kpuzoBoro
pearyBaHHs (Ha OCHOBIi cTpaTeriii Ta rpyl KpM30BOTo pearyBaHHs y nigxoni Coombs, 2007) Ta B3aeMogii dpeiimy 3i
cTpaTeriyHuMuU HapaTuBaMu Pocii. HaykoBa HOBU3HA JOCTiIKEHHS] 0OyMOBJIEHA TUM, 11O, IIO-TIeplIe, poboTa €,
JIMOBIPHO, IEPIIOIO CIPOOOIO CMCTeMaTU3allii EMIIPUYHUX Ta TEOPETUYHUX JAHMX 0[O BUKOPUCTaHHS Pociero
pocilicbko-yKpaiHchKoi BiliHU. [To-apyre, y IbOMY AOCJiIPKEHH] 3aIIPOIIOHOBAHO 6-piBHEBY MOZesb Gpeiim-
aHasi3y, sIKa € e(PEKTUBHUM iHCTPYMEHTOM [I€KOHCTPYKILii pOCiliCbKOro (perMiHry B KOHTEKCTi KPU30BO]
KOMYHiKalii Ta 3arajsibHoOi cuctemu iHpopmauiitHoi BiliHM Kpemist. [To-TpeTe, Lie AOCIiIKEHHS 3a[I0BHIOE €MITipUYHI
[IPOrajMHY IIJISIXOM CUCTEMATUYHOTO eMIIIpUYHOrO aHasiszy GpelMinry B 3asBax odilliiiHuX npeacTaBHUKIB Pocii
010 BUIaKiB nuBinbHUX BTpat, CHIIK Ta 37104MHIB [IPOTH BiliICBKOBOIIOJIOHEHUX. [I0-4eTBepTe, NOCiIKeHHSs
[IPOIIOHYE aJIbTEPHATUBHUM NOIJIS], HA B3a€EMOIII0 MK (PpeliMaMy Ta CTPATETiYHUMU HapaTuBamy, 1e Gppermu
PO3IJISIAAIOTLCS HE JIMLIE SIK «LETJIMHU» CTPATETiYHMAX HAPaTUBIB, a SIK CyTHOCTI, IO CJIYTYIOTh IEPEMUKAYAMU [IJI5I
HapaTusiB (abo, TOuHillle, TepeMuKayaMy MK HapaTuBamu). lle nociigpkeHHs Mae BaKIMBe 3HAUYEHHS 117151
po3yMiHHs YKpaiHoto Ta ii COI03HMKaMu 0Cco6IMBOCTeN iHpopMaliiiHoi BiliHu Pocii, cTBOpIoe miarpyHTs A
NI0JA7IbLIOI AHAJIITUKY 3 BUKOPUCTaHHIM 6-piBHEBOI Mozesi ¢ppeiiM-aHami3y Ta MiCTUTh 3HaXiIKY, SIKi MOXKYTb OyTU
BHUKOPUCTaHi /IJ151 CTBOPEHHSI OCBITHbOTO KOHTEHTY, aHAJIITUYHUX i MeiliHuX nyosikauiit. KiouoBi cyoBa: Mepia,
MacoBi KOMYHiKallii, KpU30Bi KOMyHiKallii, iHpopmalliiiHa BifiHa, CTpaTeriyHa KOMYHiKallisl, AUCKYPC, CTpaTeriuHi
HapaTusH, ¢ppenmiHr, aesindopmaliis, npomnaraiaa, pocilicbko-yKpaiHcbKa BiliHa, penyTalliiiHa IKoja, IKoaa
LIMBIJIbHUM, CEKCyaJIbHEe HaCUJIbCTBO, IIOB'I3aHe 3 KOHPIIKTOM, BiliICbKOBOIIOJIOHEHI.

2. Kuzmenko H. O. Framing of reputationally damaging events in Russia’s strategic communication during the full-
scale Russo-Ukrainian war. - Qualification scientific work on the rights of the manuscript. PhD thesis to obtain the
degree of Doctor of Philosophy in the Programme Subject Area 061 «Journalism» (06 - Journalism). - National
University of Kyiv Mohyla Academy, Kyiv, 2026. During the full-scale Russo-Ukrainian war Russia has caused
several events that damage its reputation, undermine its image and strategic narratives. Such events may include
war crimes and severe violations of international law like civilian harm, conflict-related sexual violence (CRSV),
executions of prisoners of war (as well as mutilation of their bodies etc.). Hence, as a part of its general warfare and
specifically the information war (Russia’s way of strategic communication) Kremlin’s system has been trying to re-
construct the social reality to reduce the reputational damage and preserve its image using specific framing. The
aim of this PhD thesis (dissertation) is to highlight framing Russia uses for reputationally damaging events in the
full-scale war in the context of Russia’s strategic communication. Such events include three central “humanitarian”



categories (civilian harm, CRSV, executions of prisoners of war and related crimes) The four research questions
(RQ) were formulated as follows: * RQ1l: What are the main frames that Russia uses to communicate reputationally
damaging events during the full-scale Russo-Ukrainian war? * RQ2: What are the patterns of these frames by (sub-
)categories of the events?  RQ3: How do these frames interact with Russia’s strategic narratives? * RQ4: What is
the mechanism of Russia’s framing of reputationally damaging events in the context of its strategic
communication? The theoretical exploration identifies two major strategic narratives Russia relies on in the full-
scale Russo-Ukrainian war: “the great power” and “external threat, Russia vs. the West”. The empirical part
includes thus two stages: 1) three sub-studies of qualitative exploratory frame analysis of the more “prominent”
cases of civilian harm, CRSV, and POWs-related crimes with a preceding pilot exploratory sub-stage — sub-study of
typical civilian harm cases; and 2) quantitative frame analysis of both the “typical” and “prominent cases” sub-
samples. This empirical part focuses on framing that is conducted through messages, statements, comments, and
“non-communications” of Russia’s official communicating actors in a connection to what is labeled here as
reputationally damaging events. In total, 370 cases and 408 texts were analyzed. For the frame analysis in the core
stages, the 6-tier frame analysis model is introduced. It involves describing the six features of a frame: four of its
functions (based on Entman, 1991; 1993), crisis response (based on crisis response strategies and groups in Coombs,
2007 approach), and interaction of a frame with strategic narratives of Russia. The scientific novelty of the study is
reasoned by several factors. Firstly, the research is perhaps the first attempt at systemizing empirical and
theoretical data on Russia’s use of framing within its strategic communication in the context of crisis
communication during the full-scale Russo-Ukrainian war. Secondly, this study introduces the 6-tier frame
analysis model, which is an effective tool of deconstruction of Russia’s framing in the context of crisis
communication and Kremlin’s strategic communication system. Thirdly, this research fills in the empirical gaps by
systematic empirical analysis of framing in Russia’s official representatives’ statements for the cases of civilian
harm, CRSV, and POWs-related crimes. Fourthly, the research provides an alternative perspective on the
interaction between frames and strategic narratives, where frames are not only seen as the building blocks of
strategic narratives but as entities that serve as their switchers (or rather switchers between narratives). This
study provides implications for Ukraine’s and its allies’ understanding of Russia’s information, provides grounds for
further analytics using the 6-tier frame analysis model and insights that could be used for education content,
analytical and media publications. Key words: media, mass communications, crisis communications, information
war, strategic communication, discourse, strategic narratives, framing, disinformation, propaganda, Russo-

Ukrainian war, reputational damage, civilian harm, conflict-related sexual violence, prisoners of war.
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