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Pedepar:

1. Inceprauniiine QOCIiIKEHHs IPUCBSIYEHO BU3HAYEHHIO Ta HAYKOBIiM KOHLEITYai3alii iHTepecis Ta poJii YKpainu y
KOHTEKCTi MiXzep>kaBHoi criBnpali Kkpain banriliceko-HopHomopcbkoro ripocropy (BUII). [lyist po3KpUTTs Temu
JOCJIiIPKEHHS aBTOPOM 0YyJIO NPOaHali30BaHO Mi>KHAPOJHY BiliCbKOBO-IIOJIITUYHY, EKOHOMIYHY Ta COLiaJIbHO-
KyJIbTYPHY CHiBIIpaLo YKpainu 3 13 mepkaBaMu, 10 BXOZATDL 00 banTiiicbKko-HYOpHOMOPCBHKOro npocTopy: EcToHis,
Jlatsis, Jlntsa, [losbmia, binopycs, Yexid, CnoBayunHa, YropmuHa, PymyHis, Mongosa, bosrapis, ['pysisg,
Type4yunHa, a TaKOXK CIIBIIPALIO i3 3a3HAYEHUMU JepKaBaMy B paMKaxX MDKHApOJHUX OpraHisauii, siKi giiots B bUII:

JIt06/1iHCBKMI TPUKYTHUK, Opradisaniss YOpHOMOPCHKOTO €KOHOMIYHOTO CHiBpOOIiTHULITBA, OpraHisanis 3a



Ie€MOKPATilo Ta eKOHOMIYHUI1 po3BUTOK ['YAM, CHiBIPY>KHICTb JeMOKpaTUYHOro Bubopy, CxigHe ITapTHepcTBO,
LleHTpasnbHOEBPONENChKA iHiljiaTnBa. OKPEMO PO3IJISHYTO CHIiBIPAL0 YKpaiHU 3 TAKUMU PETiOHATbLHUMU
ininiatnBamu B BYII gk Byxapect-9, Bumerpazceka rpyna, IHiniatusa Tppox MoOpiB Ta Pasa nep>kas baaTiiicbKoro
mopst. ['eonositnyne cepenosulle banTilicbko-YOpHOMOPCHKOTO IPOCTOPY PO3TJISIAEThCS aBTOPOM SIK OJMH i3
KJIIOYOBMX HAIpPsIMKiB (POPMYyBaHHS i peasisalii iHTepeciB YKpaiHu B yMOBax HOBMX BUKJIMKIB i 3arpo3 rj106a1bHOTO i
perioHanpHOro xapakrepy. Ilicng posnany Paggacekoro Corosy B BUII nepeTHynncs reonoliTU4Hi iHTepecu
3axigHoro cBity Ta Pocii. HacsigkoM 1poro crano yrBopeHHs «6ydepHoi 3oHn» B BUI, sika Bkitoyae B cebe YKpainy,
I'pysito Ta MonnoBy — gep>kasu, o He BxoadTh 7o HATO a6o 1o iHImoro BilicbKOBO-060POHHOTO co103y. [llomo
pewrtu gepxas BYIl, To BCi BoHY, 32 BUHATKOM TypeuunHy, paHime Bxoauau no Opraxisanii Bapmascekoro

IIOroBOpYy, a HUHi € yneHamu HATO.

2. This dissertation research focuses on the definition and scientific conceptualization of the interests and role of
Ukraine in the context of interstate cooperation in the Baltic-Black Sea area (BBSA). To address the research
objectives, the author analyzed the international military-political, economic and socio-cultural cooperation of
Ukraine with 13 states of the Baltic-Black Sea area: Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Belarus, Czech Republic,
Slovakia, Hungary, Romania, Moldova, Bulgaria, Georgia, Turkey, as well as cooperation with these countries in the
framework of international organizations operating in the BBSA: Lublin Triangle, Organization of the Black Sea
Economic Cooperation Organization, GUAM Organization for Democracy and Economic Development, Community
of Democratic Choice, Eastern Partnership, Central European Initiative. Ukraine's cooperation with such regional
initiatives in the BBSA as Bucharest-9, Visegrad Group, the Three Seas Initiative and the Council of the Baltic Sea
States was considered separately. The geopolitical environment of the Baltic-Black Sea area is considered by the
author as one of the key dimensions in the formation and realization of Ukraine’s interests in light of new
challenges and threats of global and regional character. After the collapse of the Soviet Union, the geopolitical
interests of the Western world and those of Russia intersected in the BBSA. The result was the formation of a
"buffer zone" in the BBSA, which includes Ukraine, Georgia and Moldova, states that are not members of NATO or
other military defense alliance. As for the other BBSA states, all of them, with the exception of Turkey, were
formerly members of the Warsaw Pact and are now members of NATO. Given that one of Russia's main foreign
policy priorities is a revanchist course to restore geopolitical control over Ukraine and to weaken NATO on its
eastern flank, this study confirms that Russia's hybrid threat affects all BBSA states, which belonged to the sphere
of influence of the Soviet Union in the bipolar world.. Given this geopolitical situation, the BBSA states must
consolidate their efforts to counter Russia's hybrid aggression and increase the security and stability of the BBSA
and thus the entire European space. This dissertation highlights the need to revise and supplement Ukraine's
foreign policy priorities. Along with Ukraine’s potential accession to the EU and NATO, an additional foreign policy
vector was proposed - building an alliance with the BBSA states. In this context, the opportunities, preconditions
and tools for the creation of the Baltic-Black Sea Union (BBSU), in which Ukraine must play a key role, are
considered. The main purpose of such an alliance is to effectively counter Russian hybrid aggression. In addition,
this research examines the possibility of achieving other goals: the implementation of important investment
projects, solving regional problems, and deepening socio-cultural cooperation. According to the criteria identified
in the research process, such as foreign policy interests, experience of interstate cooperation, factors of Russian
threat, historical and cultural proximity, mutual sympathy of peoples and political elites, four categories of BBSA
states have been distinguished in terms of potential allied relations. The states of the highest priority: Ukraine,
Poland, Lithuania, in view of the common historical heritage of the great medieval states of the Kyivan Rus, the
Grand Duchy of Lithuania and the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth; 2nd priority countries: Estonia, Latvia,
Romania, Georgia; 3rd priority: Czech Republic, Slovakia, Moldova, Bulgaria; 4th priority: Belarus and Hungary. The
role of the United States of America, whose assistance is extremely important for the implementation of such an
integration project in the BBSA, is highlighted. At the same time, such an alliance needs to develop a strategic
partnership with Turkey.
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