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2. The Speaker’s Tactile Behaviour in English Fictional Discourse: Nominative, Communicative, and Pragmatic
Aspects

Pedepar:

1. luceprauio IpUCBIYEHO AOCIIKEHHIO TAKTUJILHOI ITIOBEIIHKM MOBLISL B @aHTJIOMOBHOMY XYZIOKHbOMY IMICKYPCI B
HOMiHAaTMBHOMY Ta KOMYHIKaTHBHO-TIParMaTUYHOMY acIeKTaX. Y poboTi yTOUHEHO MOHATTS "TaKTU/IbHA TIOBeliHKa
MOBLIS", TOOYZ0BAHO TUIIOJIOTIIO TAKECUYHUX MOZYJIiB, BUSBJIEHO 3aCO0M Ha NO3HAYEHHS TaKTUJIbHOI [TOBEiHKU
MOBLISI B aHTJIOMOBHOMY XYJ0>KHbOMY JYCKYPCi, 3'51COBaHO (paKTOpY HOMiHAaTUBHOI BapiaTUBHOCTI Ta
KOMOIHAaTOPUKU TAaKECMYHUX MOJYJIiB, BU3HAYEHO NIPAarMaTUy4Hi PYHKIii Ta pO3KPUTO (PaCLMHATUBHY CIenuPiKy

HOMiHalIlil Ha IO3HAY€HHS JOTUKIB MOBIIIB Pi3HUX KOMYHIKaTUBHUX CTUJIB

2. The thesis presents the study of nominative, communicative, and pragmatic aspects of the speaker’s tactile
behaviour in the English fictional discourse. The thesis regards the speaker’s tactile behaviour as one or more
nonverbal physical contact actions (touches), performed by speakers with their hands or other body parts,
pragmatically and functionally loaded in view of lingual and extralingual features of the communicative moment.



The study analyses existing cultural, social, psychological, and communicative classifications of touches, as well as
elaborates the semiotic one, which distinguishes five groups of touches: emblems, illustrators, regulators, tactile
emotional expressions and tactile adaptors each having its specific functions and communicative potential within
the speakers’ semiotic interaction. The thesis uses a range of the relevant methods to analyse means designating
the speaker’s (the character’s) tactile behaviour in the English fictional discourse. Applying the modular method,
the study employs the tacesic module as its basic structural unit, defined as a part of the contemporary English
fictional discourse containing at least one nomination of touch. The typology of tacesic modules considers
nominative, locative, functional and modus criteria. In the contemporary English fictional discourse the
components of tacesic modules, i.e. the subject of touch, the instrument of touch, the object of touch, the tactile
action and contact, active and passive tactile experience, as well as tactile interaction of the speakers are mainly
verbalized by means of tacesic words (words naming touch) belonging to different parts of speech. The study
reveals that the combination of tacesic and other nonverbal modules is influenced by both external and internal
factors. The former include the directivity factor, the harmony factor and the equilibrium factor, the latter being
manifested in a specific interplay of the key parameters of the speaker’s nonverbal signals, verbalized in the
fictional discourse. The thesis covers the issue of pragmatic functions served by tacesic nominations. There are six
of them including cognitive, deictic, adaptive, regulatory, emotive and illocutionary functions. The study reveals
that the speakers of different communicative styles demonstrate different tactile behaviour models from the point
of view of fascination.
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