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2. Іnterpretation of women's rights in Ukraine late XIX - early XX century.

Реферат:
1. Проведено порівняльний історико-правовий аналіз ідеї прав жінки крізь призму принципів рівності та
справедливості, що втілена у працях представників української політико-правової думки другої половини
ХІХ - початку ХХ ст., визначено співвідношення цих надбань з досягненнями світової політико-правової
думки та розвитком правового регулювання статусу жінок як фактора, що детермінував еволюцію розуміння
прав жінки в Україні. Визначено поняття прав жінки як правових можливостей, що мають певну специфіку, в
тому числі стосовно втілення принципів рівності, справедливості і гендерно-чутливого підходу до розуміння
й реалізації цих прав. На підставі комплексного аналізу доведено, що представники української політико-
правової думки не виробили цілісної доктрини прав людини, зокрема прав жінки, але творчо підійшли до
розв'язання цього питання з урахуванням особливостей розвитку українського суспільства. Через об'єктивні
причини в Україні найвпливовішим виявився саме соціалістичний напрямок політико-правової думки, і тому



саме у його межах питання прав жінки вирішувалося в ХХ ст. Аргументовано необхідність і доцільність
зміщення акценту з узагальненої концепції жінки у бік ґендерної концепції, визнання того, що вся структура
суспільства і всі відносини між чоловіками та жінками підлягають кардинальному перегляду.

2. The paper presents a comprehensive historical and legal analysis of the idea of women's rights in the light of
equality and justice principles, which is reflected in the representatives' works of Ukrainian political and legal
thought in the second half of XIX - early XX century, also it defines the relation of these works with the
achievements of world political and legal thought and the development of legal regulation of the status of women
as a factor, which determined the evolution of understanding of women's rights in Ukraine. The author has defined
the concept of women's rights as the legal opportunities that have certain specificity, including implementation of
equality and justice principles, as well as gender sensitive approach to understanding and realization of these
rights. The evolution of women's legal status in the late XIX - early XX century in the Ukrainian lands is analyzed
both under the authority of the Russian and Austro-Hungarian Empire as well as during the Ukrainian People's
Republic, the West Ukrainian People's Republic and during the Soviet era. On the basis of complex analysis it is
proved that the representatives of Ukrainian political and legal thought has not developed a holistic doctrine of
human rights, particularly women's rights, but they have a creative approach to this issue, taking into account
features of development of the Ukrainian society. Due to objective reasons it turned out that the most influential
direction of political and legal thought in Ukraine was socialist direction, and therefore exactly within the direction
a question of women's rights in the twentieth century was being solved. Formal confirmation of rights led only to a
decrease, and not to a liquidation of the gaps in the actual position of men and women. Thus the author has
substantiated the need for positive action policy implementation. The author proves that in the future social-
democratic tendency will prevail in Ukraine, but considering the achievements of world liberal thought and
practice. The necessity and appropriateness of a shift from the generalized concept of women in the direction of
gender concept is reasoned. The author also reasoned recognition of the fact that the whole structure of society
and all relationships between men and women should be completely revised. The bourgeois-democratic revolution
XVII - XVIII were the crucial step to the development of human rights. They advanced the principles of freedom
and formal equality which became the basis of the universality of human rights. The philosophical, political and
legal justification of human rights prevailing within the natural law doctrine during the XVII - XIX centuries.
Understanding of human rights remained very limited (women were excluded). Issue on women's rights in Ukraine
is comprehended in the same areas as in other European countries - socialist, liberal, nationalist, conservative.
Although representatives of the Ukrainian political and legal thought have not developed a coherent doctrine of
human rights, particularly the rights of women, they came to creatively solve issues of social and legal status of
women in Ukraine allowing for the political, economic, social and religious development of Ukrainian society. Due
to objective reasons historical, political, economic trends in Ukraine it was the most influential socialist policies
and legal thought, and therefore it is within this understanding of the woman question was decided in the
twentieth century. These circumstances can predict that Ukraine will continue to dominate social democratic
direction, but with the advances of liberal thought and practice.
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