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1. Inceprariiio IpUCBSYEHO TEOPETUIHOMY OOI'PYHTYBAHHIO Ta €EMITIPUYHOMY JOCJIiIPKEHHIO TICUXOJIOTiYHUX
0CO6IMBOCTEN PO3BUTKY KPUTUYHOTO MUCJIEHHS 0QillepiB orlepaTUBHOTO piBHS. TpaHcdopMallis BOEHHUX
KOHQIiKTiB XXI CTOJIITTS fOJA€ A0 KJIACUYHUX cPep BiiHU KOTHITUBHUI BUMID — 6ill BEIEeTbCs 32 CBilOMICTb Ta
CIoCi6 MUCJIEHHS BilICbKOBOCTY>XK00BLS. 32 yMOB iH(OPMalifiHO-TICUXO0JIOTIYHMX BIUIMBIB, Ae3iHdopmalii Ta
HEBU3HAYEHOCTi KPUTUYHE MUCJIEHHS CTa€ KJII0UOBOIO KOMIIETEHTHICTIO cyyacHoro odiuepa. Jlocsif, pociicbko-
yKpaiHChKOi BillHM 3acBifuye, 1o odilepu 3 pO3BUHEHUM KPUTUYHUM MUCJIEHHSIM €(EKTUBHIlIE yXBaIIOIOTh
pillIeHHs Ta 36€epiralTh CTIMKICTb 332 JKOPCTKUX OOMEXEHD. AKTYya/IbHICTb MiATBEPIKYyeTbCs CTpaTeriYdHUM
oboponHuM 61oereHeM (2021) ta Crpareriero inpopmaniitHoi 6e3nexku Ykpainu (2021), ki BU3HA4YA0Th
HeOOXiJIHICTh NifBUIIEeHHS TPOdECiiiHOrO PiBHSA Ta PO3BUTKY KPUTUYHOI'O MUCJIEHHS SIK iHCTPYMEHTY IIPOTUAii
inpopmauiiHuM 3arposam. AHali3 HAyKOBOi pO3pO6JIEHOCTI 3aCBiJUMB BifICYTHICTb NOCIiI’KEHb [ICUXOJIOTTYHUX
0CO0JINBOCTEN PO3BUTKY KPUTUYHOTO MUCJIEHHS came oillepiB ONepaTUBHOTO PiBHS, 110 3yMOBUJIO BUGIp TeMU

pociigxeHHs.. COOPMOBaHO aBTOPChKE BU3HAYEHHS KPUTUYHOTO MUCJIEHHS odiliepa ONIepaTUBHOIO PiBHS SIK



CTPYKTYPOBAHOTO, LIiJIECIIPSIMOBAHOTO i pe(JIEKCUBHOTO ITi3HABaJIbHOTO MPOLieCy, 110 3abe3nedye eeKTUBHE
BUpilI€HHS 3aBIaHb LIISIXOM CUCTEMHOro aHasizy iHdopmauii, popmystoBaHHS Ta NepeBipKU rinores, oliHIOBaHHS
HaCJIiJIKiB pilieHb. BuU3HaueHO KJII04OBi IICUXOJIOTIYHI 0COOIUBOCTI: TOJIEPAHTHICTh 10 HEBU3HAUYEHOCTI,
IIPOrHOCTUYHICTb Ta COLia/bHO-AiasoriYHUH BUMIp. CTPYKTYPHO KPUTUYHE MUCJIEHHS BKJIIOYA€ TPU KOMIIOHEHTH:
METaKOTHITUBHUI (KOTHITUBHA pe(JIeKCisl, MOHITOPUHT BJIACHUX [IPOLIECIB), KOTHITUBHUI (QHAJIITUKO-CUHTETUYHA
0b6po6ka inpopmaliii) Ta coliabHO-KOMYHIKaTUBHUI (KOHCTPYKTHMBHA B3a€MO/Iis [IPY YXBajleHH] pillleHb).
Po3p06J1€eHO TEOPETUYHY MOJIEJIb PO3BUTKY 3 BiJIMOBIJHUMY [IOKa3HUKAMU Ta TICUXOJIOTIYHUMHU MeXaHi3MaMU:
pediekCuBHUM, IPO6IEMHO-OPi€EHTOBAHUM, Jlia/loriYyHUM Ta TpaHchopmauinHuM. KoHCTaTyBasibHUI €KCIIEPUMEHT
BUSIBUB: [IEpEBary I10J1€3aJ1EXKHOTO KOTHITUBHOTO CTUJIIO, IO YCKIALHIOE CAMOCTINHICTD pillleHb; HELOCTATHIN
PO3BUTOK JIOT{YHOTO MUCJIEHHS Ta KPEATUBHOCTI; HU3bKY KOMYHIKaTUBHY TOJI€paHTHiCTb. PakTOpHUI aHAai3
BCTaHOBUB KOPEJISILIiI0 BUCOKOTO PiBHSI KDUTUYHOTO MUCJIEHHS 3 I10JIEHE3aJIe5KHICTIO, KOTHITUBHOIO pedJIeKCielo Ta
KOMYHIKaTMBHOIO TOJIEPAHTHICTIO. PO3p0671€HO TPEHIHroBy Mporpamy «XTo MUCJIUTD, TOM niepemarae!» (35 rogus,
YOTUPU MOZYJIi), CIPSIMOBAHY Ha PO3BUTOK yCiX KOMIIOHEHTIB KDUTUYHOTO MUCJIEHHS. POpMyBasibHUI
€KCIIepUMEHT MifTBepAUB €PEeKTUBHICTb IPOrpaMuy: CTATUCTUYHO 3HAYYILi [TOJIIMIIEeHHS 3arajbHOi pedIeKCUBHOCTI
(z=4,254; p=0,000), noriuHocTi (z=4,051; p=0,000), piBHS KpUTUYHOTO MUCTEeHHS (z=4,223; p=0,000), 3HUKEHHS
crepeoTurHocTi (z=-3,834; p=0,000) Ta nigBuieHHs ToJepaHTHOCTI (z=-4,068; p=0,000). HaykoBa HOBU3Ha:
yIepile BUOKPEMJIEHO NICUXOJIOTiYHI 0COBIMBOCTI Ta MEXaHi3MU PO3BUTKY KpPUTUYHOIO MUCJIEHHS oQillepiB
OIIepaTHUBHOTO PiBHSI, PO3PO6JIEHO TEOPETUYHY MOJIeJIb Ta TPEHIHTOBY IIPOrPaMy; YAOCKOHAIEHO MOHSTINHUN
anapar. [IpakTryHe 3HaUY€HHS: BIIPOBA/IKEHHS PE3YyJIbTATiB y CUCTEMY MiAroToBKU odilepiB 36poitHux Cui YKpainu
Ta OCBIiTHIl npouec HanioHanpHOTO yHiBEepcuTeTy 060opoHu YKpainu i HanjonanbHoi akapemii HarjionanbHoi reapaii
Ykpainmu.

2. The thesis investigates the theoretical foundations and empirical characteristics of critical thinking development
in operational-level officers. Modern warfare's transformation introduces a cognitive domain alongside traditional
combat spheres. Battles now target soldiers' consciousness and thinking patterns, making cognitive resilience
paramount. Experience from the Russo-Ukrainian war demonstrates that officers with advanced critical thinking
distinguish facts from interpretations, make optimal decisions, and maintain stability under uncertainty and time
constraints. Critical thinking becomes essential for ensuring cognitive superiority through creative, innovative
solutions. Ukraine's Strategic Defence Bulletin (2021) and Information Security Strategy (2021) emphasize
enhancing personnel's professional capabilities and developing critical thinking to counter disinformation and
manipulation threats. Analysis revealed insufficient research on critical thinking development specifically for
operational-level officers, prompting this investigation. The author defines critical thinking of operational-level
officers as a structured, purposeful, reflective cognitive process ensuring effective task resolution through
systematic information analysis, hypothesis formulation and testing, consequence evaluation, logical justification,
and adjustment to combat conditions. Key psychological characteristics identified: tolerance for uncertainty
(ensuring judgment stability and cognitive flexibility), prognostic capacity (anticipating action variants and indirect
consequences), and social-dialogical dimension (reflecting group-based decision-making). Critical thinking
structurally comprises three components: metacognitive (cognitive reflection, self-monitoring, decision
effectiveness evaluation), cognitive (analytical-synthetic information processing, situation assessment,
forecasting), and social-communicative (constructive teamwork in managerial decisions). A theoretical
development model was created with corresponding indicators and psychological mechanisms: reflective,
problem-oriented, dialogical, and transformational, functioning as an integrated system enabling analysis,
evaluation, and decision-making under uncertainty and complexity. Empirical research characterized
metacognitive component development: officers possess basic analytical-reflective skills for recognizing,
regulating, and adjusting cognitive processes. Correlation between general reflexivity and metacognitive behavior
confirms their structural integration. Cognitive and social-communicative analysis revealed field-dependent
cognitive style dominance, hindering autonomous thinking and limiting initiative. Field-independence appeared
rarely. Logical thinking and creativity require targeted development. Low communicative tolerance predominates,
manifesting in judgment rigidity and difficulty accepting alternative viewpoints, despite general openness to new



information. Factor analysis identified differentiated profiles: high critical thinking correlates with low
stereotypical thinking, field-independence, communicative tolerance, and developed cognitive reflection; average
level features high cognitive reflection and field-independence; low level shows stereotypical thinking, field-
dependence, intolerance, and insufficient reflection. The training program "Those Who Think, Win!" (35 hours, four
modules) was developed and validated, targeting all critical thinking components through military-cognitive
psychology integration and modern training technologies. Formative experiment confirmed program effectiveness:
statistically significant improvements in overall reflexivity (z=4.254; p=0.000; Cohen's r=0.887), logical thinking
(z=4.051; p=0.000; r=0.884), critical thinking level (z=4.223; p=0.000; r=0.880), cognitive reflection (z=3.359;
p=0.001; r=0.791); decreased stereotypical thinking (z=-3.834; p=0.000; r=-0.879); increased communicative
tolerance (z=-4.068; p=0.000; r=-0.867); enhanced creativity (z=2.804; p=0.005; r=0.643). Scientific novelty: first
identification of psychological characteristics and development mechanisms; theoretical model creation;
comprehensive training program development; improved conceptual framework. Practical significance:
implementation in Armed Forces training systems and educational processes at National Defence University of
Ukraine and National Academy of the National Guard of Ukraine for Military Leadership, General Psychology, and
Psychodiagnostics courses.
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