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2. Rock Poetry: Myth, Ritual, and American Tradition in Jim Morrison's Work.

Реферат:
1. Дисертація є першим у вітчизняному та зарубіжному літературознавстві систематизованим дослідженням
опублікованого поетичного доробку та текстів рок-композицій американського митця Джима Моррісона
(1943-1971) з точки зору сучасної міфокритики та в межах розвитку американської літератури ХХ ст. Увагу
сконцентровано на експериментальній концепції поета, що полягає у перенесенні на рок-сцену й у
середовище поп-культури елементів елітарної естетики, орієнтованої на взірці романтизму, модернізму й
авангардної поезії, а також у переосмисленні деяких традиційних міфів та залученні ритуальних практик до
контексту американської контркультури 1950-70х рр. Поет реалізує цю концепцію через прийоми
міфотворчості та експериментування з елементами ритуалів як способом емоційного проникнення,
переживання поетичного тексту. Проведений у дисертації аналіз поетичних, прозових та драматургічних
творів митця націлений на відкриття жанрових особливостей, літературних інновацій та встановлення



їхнього зв'язку зі світовою та американською мистецькими традиціями. У результаті вивчення основних
аспектів тексту та контексту вибудовується концепція творчості Дж. Моррісона, що розкриває інноваційний
та експериментальний характер останньої.

2. The dissertation is the first in Ukrainian and foreign literary studies systematic research of the four published
volumes by Jim Morrison - the collection of notes "The Lords" (1970), volumes of poetry "The New Creatures"
(1970), "Wilderness" (1988), and "American Night" (1990) - as well as of rock lyrics written by the author for "The
Doors"' on-stage performances from the point of view of the modern myth criticism and in the context of
development of the XX century's American literature. The research is focused on the essence of the poet's
experiment that consisted in combining the classical European and American literary traditions with the popular
culture appeal, as well as revaluation of elements of traditional myths and involvement of ritual practices into the
context of the American counterculture of the 1950-70s. Jim Morrison's poetry appears as an organic part of
American literature's development process of the 1960s. The author's interests in literature and philosophy make
up a system oriented towards the individual, the subconscious, and freedom in the broadest, transcendental sense.
This includes "philosophy of life" perceived through the prism of American Transcendentalism; theories of the
myth; the critical theory and counterculture theories. Engagement in the range of concepts connected with the
myth forms the poet's specific artistic manner dominated by myth-making, which associates Morrison's
experiment with certain poetic traditions. It is important that the author illustrates the major tendency of the
period - merging of "highbrow" and popular literary genres and inclusion of the variety of contemporary
experience into the academic literary context. In his poetry, Morrison combines elite aesthetics (oriented towards
canons of romanticism, modernism and avant-garde poetry) with the Whitmanian democratic context of American
reality. It its turn, Morrison's dramatic concept demonstrates both a relation to tendencies popular among
American Off-Broadway groups and to European theories and practices (most noticeably, with theatres of A.
Artaud and J. Grotowski who experimented with the cathartic effect of the primitive ritual). The genre system of
Morrison's poetry is conditioned by the author's creative intentions. The aspect of realization underlies the
principal difference between Morrison's poems and lyrics, determining their textual specificity. The "theatre
composition" appears as a specific and fruitful genre of the poet's creativity that made it possible to most
efficiently experiment with ritual practices and to implement the dramatic element. Its ritualistic scheme includes
ecstatic excitement, destruction of consciousness and its reconstruction out of the chaos. Morrison's scarce prose
work is predominantly thematically connected with the art of cinematograph, which determines its poetics and
structural specificity. Morrison works with universal myths and archetypes, implementing them into the context of
mass culture, grounding the myth of the contemporary America on primeval philosophy, favoring pagan beliefs and
polemizing with Puritan myths. Morrison's new myth is an eschatological one, which is reflected in its philosophy,
characteristics of time and space, and the ritual realization. This archaic myth acquires specific indications by
adopting elements of two basic systems of myths - the Ancient Greece myth and archaic beliefs of American
Indians. The dialogue with the Dionysian tradition can be traced at the formal and structural level, at the lexical
level, where pathos is contrasted with obscene lexis, as well as in the metamorphose motive. Morrison's plays
remind the archaic form of Ancient Greece tragedies, while the poet acts simultaneously as the Satyr and the
Dionysus. Indian myths and shaman rituals appear as the basis of Morrison's poetic and dramatic experiments. The
poet's objective is to revive mythological mentality, which, in his opinion, is crucial for the alienated American
society. The intention conditions specific lyricism of texts, themes, the system of images, structure and poetics.
Morrison emphasizes the ritual since he believes that it is more accessible for the unprepared public than the myth
philosophy. Using on the rock scene poetics and the rhythm developed on the basis of archaic myths and folklore,
themes and their representation method, active involvement of rituals and archetypal images, his own charisma,
Jim Morrison experiments with the extra-artistic idea of restoring mythological mentality. The attempt to
reconsider and to transfer to the rock scene the ritual and the European and American humanitarian ancestry
appeared as a unique phenomenon that conditioned vitality of "The Doors"' art as an intellectual and emotional
experiment.
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